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from the Government to meet Mr, Gandhi in gaol and visited him twice.
The first meeting took place on Tuesday, the 21st. In the course of
that meeting it was agreed between the two that the new law should
be repealed during the following session of Parliament and that the
Indian community should immediately take out registers voluntarily.
The agreement was also put down in writing. Mr. Gartwright then
met the leaders of the Progressive Party, While accepting the suggestion,
they asked that the Indians should write a letter from gaol volunteering
to register, Mr. Cartwright himself drafted a letter to that effect and
brought it to gaol on the 28th.1 The draft petition did not, however,
say categorically that the new law would not apply to those who registered
voluntarily, and it was moreover on behalf of the Indians alone. It
did not furthermore safeguard the interests of those who are outside
the Transvaal at present, and included children under the age of sixteen
[for purposes of voluntary registration]. Mr. Gandhi therefore proposed
changes on both these points. On Mr, Cartwright appearing hesitant,
Mr. Gandhi told him that, if these were not accepted, Indians would
prefer to continue in gaol. Visibly touched, Mr. Gartwright said,
"Well, you must make whatever changes you want. You are fighting
for truth. The changes you propose are reasonable, and necessary for
your self-respect. If Mr. Smuts does not accept them, I shall myself
oppose him, and I also hope to turn the Progressive Party against him."
After these changes had been made, Mr. Quinn and Mr. Naidoo, who
had done excellent work [for the campaign], were called in. They
both approved the letter2 and signed it. It was signed at 12-30 p.m.
Mr. Cartwright left with the letter for Pretoria by the 2-30 train on
the same day. At five in the afternoon he rang up to say that General
Smuts had accepted [the terms of] the letter. He had asked for per-
mission to alter one word, which was given. It seemed obvious then that
Indians would be released soon.
OTHER CONDITIONS
There are some things that can be put down in writing, and for
others one has to rely on oral understanding. That is what has happened
in regard to this compromise. It was conveyed to the Government
through Mr, Cartwright that efforts should be made to reinstate all
the Indians who had been relieved of their posts in the Government and
that the Indian community should be consulted about the form of the
new registration certificate. Mr. Cartwright informed us over the
telephone that General Smuts would not commit himself on the question
1 Gf. Satyagraha in South Africa, Gh. XXI, where Gandhiji says that the compromise
letter was either "drafted or approved of by General Smuts".
2 Vide "Letter to Colonial Secretary", pp. 40-2.